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which there were present 466 delegates, 83 of whom were bishops,
the Synodal Church began its preparations for the Council of
1925.
In those days Patriarch Tikhon realized that, in view of the ener-
getic activities and successes of his adversaries, he could not remain
idle, but in order to start activities on his part he had to obtain the
government's authorization. He asked the Bolsheviks to authorize
him to convoke a Council and to organize that part of the Church
which had remained loyal to him, whereupon he was made to
understand clearly that none of this would be granted to him if he
continued his relations with the counter-revolutionary elements or
surrounded himself with people whom the government could not
trust. As a practical solution, the Patriarch was advised to form a
union with the remnants of the Living Church and to introduce
Krasnitsky as vice-chairman of the Church Administration, to
which Tikhon consented. In a petition written by Krasnitsky he
asked the Patriarch to admit him "and his brethren, who might
wish to follow his example/" to work "on the reestablishment of
peace within the Church and the arrangements for the next Local
Council" in the Church Administration organized by Tikhon. The
Patriarch replied to this petition on the same day, May 19, 1924,
by giving his consent to Krasnitsky's being included among the
members of the Supreme Church Administration. Subsequently
there was formed a provisional bureau for preparation of the con-
vocation of the Council, consisting of twelve members, of whom
five were appointed by the Patriarch and the others, headed by
Krasnitsky, belonged to the Living Church, while the supreme
power rested with the Synod of Bishops presided over by the
Patriarch,
AH these schemes aroused intense opposition on the part of Tik-
hon's own followers, and ultimately he was forced to declare the
attempt at a coalition with the Living Church a failure, Krasnitsky
and his adherents resigned and simultaneously the government re-
fused its support.
The Synodal Church was much pleased with the failure of the
liring Church, and it: tried to profit by the distressing situation in
which die Patriarch found himself to win him over to its side.
la May 1924 several members of the Pre-Council Conference at-